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India lias subscribed generously to all the funds connected with
the war effort, or raised on behalf of war sufferers. Up to
July 1943 over 6% million pounds had been given to the Viceroy's
War Purposes Fund; of this about half, besides many other
gifts, was contributed by the Indian States. In addition, the
peoples of India have subscribed another 4! millions for the
purchase of planes for the Indian Air Force and the Royal Air
Force. No less than twenty squadrons of the R.A.F. bear
the names of the Provinces and States which have provided
them.

Such is the remarkable part that India is playing in the war,
notwithstanding the depressing influence of die Congress policy.
At the same time die war has created new problems. It has
brought new and severe strains on India's economic, financial and
constitutional structure, starkly revealed by the recent famine in
Bengal and parts of Southern India. The famine was due less to
any shortage of total food supplies (in spite of the loss of the rice
normally imported from Burma) than to failure of the admini-
stration at an early stage to adopt a comprehensive policy of price
control, and thus to check inflation, and the profiteering which
follows in its train. As a consequence the price of food grains,
where supplies were short, soared entirely beyond die reach of
a large body of consumers. Some hundreds of thousands of poor
people died from starvation and disease in Bengal. Only most
drastic measures averted a similar calamity in the States of
Travancore and Cochin,

Some Provinces had a surplus of food grains during 1943, but
lack of effective control of distribution, transport, and supply,
and lack of cooperation between the Central and die self-
governing Provincial governments all contributed to the disaster.
The suffering of die victims made plain as never before how
marrow is the margin of the present food production of fajdia
above die amount required for bare subsistence by the growing
aailBom of her people.

It also demonstrated clearly tie interdependence of the various